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Royal School of Needlework 

Certificate 

in Technical Hand Embroidery 

The RSN is regarded world-wide as a quality specialist provider of training in technical embroidery. The RSN Certificate is the organisation’s own qualification and is devised to equip students with the skills necessary to produce fine quality work to high standard.
Students to learn practical skills and the art of technical stitching. Learning any skill to mastercrafstman level takes hours of tuition and practice. The course is planned to give you the tutor time and attention that is required to master complex technique. Once you have gained the Certificate, you can progress to the RSN Diploma, or with a written module and interview you can progress to the RSN Foundation Degree. 
The course is practical - there is very little written work involved unless you wish to apply for the Foundation Degree in the future. An element of design work is included with each technique and you can choose to attend optional Design Days throughout the year to develop your personal knowledge of art and design. Design as such is not included in the assessment of the embroidery at Certificate Level - the emphasis is on the technical stitching and executancy of the piece.
The course has very flexible attendance options for students who work or have family commitments. A timetable and Individual learning plan to suit each student’s requirements is devised with the tutor. There is no group class teaching - on each day you will find students working individual projects at different stages of completion.

THE RSN CERTIFICATE 

Entry Requirements – a little experience of embroidery; an enthusiasm for the subject and commitment to the course. No formal qualifications are required. 
The RSN Certificate offers the student an opportunity to:

Develop technical skill and master a range of stitches in each technique
Learn how to make the best choice of stitches for the design 
Develop accuracy when stitching
Use professional equipment 
Develop an understanding of the use of appropriate materials for each technique
Mount each embroidery in an appropriate manner so the work will withstand the passing of time and be available for future generations
Syllabus

Four core techniques to be completed: 
 1. Jacobean style crewel work
2.  Basic Natural Long & Short Shading 
3.  Basic Goldwork

4. A choice of one of the following:
Canvas Stitches OR Blackwork
Each technique will require a minimum of eight days tuition to complete
Teaching
Teaching is by one-to-one contact, demonstration and on-going assessment.

Our tutors are all graduates of the former RSN Apprenticeship and 

they have a wealth of skill, knowledge and experience. They are working

embroiderers with an understanding of good professional practice. Classes

are friendly and relaxed and students are encouraged to share knowledge and ideas in a supportive and creative environment. 
Assessment
All students’ work is continuously assessed both by you the student and your tutor. At the end of the module the work is formally assessed by two tutors one of whom may not have taught you. There may be occasions when it is not possible for your own tutor to be present at the assessment in which case your work will be assessed by two tutors who have not taught you. 

A random sample of all work is examined at the end of each year by an external verifier ensuring that the RSN’s high standards of technical teaching are maintained. 
Students are measured up against the finest embroiderers in the world and the gradings are much higher than other comparable courses. Students must gain a pass (65%) in every technique in order to qualify for a certificate. Students who do not gain a pass in any technique are required to submit another example of that technique for assessment. 
It is a great achievement to gain a Pass on an RSN course and this is what our tutors are aiming for you to accomplish. If you gain a Pass grade you can be assured that your work is of the appropriate standard required by the RSN. 
You will learn the technical and professional skills of hand embroidery and your work will demonstrate:

The selection, testing and use of appropriate materials to present ideas and solutions.

Appropriate techniques, methods and processes.

Effective professional skills.

Self management and development of independent learning.

The gradings of the final overall percentage for the RSN Certificate are:

Pass
65% to 79% - this level indicates that you have demonstrated a strong application of basic technical and practical skills; a strong application of fundamental professional skills and evidence of developing well as an independent learner. 

Merit
80% to 89% - this level indicates that you have demonstrated relevant and accomplished application of basic technical and practical skills; highly effective application of fundamental professional skills and a strong ability to work independently.

Distinction 90% to 100% - this level indicates that you have relevant, accomplished and fluent application of basic technical and practical skills; outstanding application of professional skills and a substantial ability to work independently and reflect critically on your own progress. 

The assessment process is optional, so your work need not be assessed. However, a Certificate cannot be awarded for work that is not formally assessed.
FEES FOR 2011/12
At all venues:

Fee for an eight day module either taken throughout the year or intensively.

£990.00 (£123.75 per day). The fee for each module can be paid in full in advance or in two or three instalments. The total cost for the course of 32 days is £3,960.00

At Hampton Court Palace only:
Commit to 36 or more given dates within a twelve-month period.

Fee is £115.00 per day. (Example – attendance for one day a week for the full academic year of 36 weeks would be £4,140.00).
This option is for students who are attending regularly for one, two or three days each week throughout the academic year and who wish to start some or all of the techniques for the Diploma, as well as the Certificate, during the period. 

Fees can be paid in instalments by arrangement. 

VENUES AND SESSION DATES:
HAMPTON COURT PALACE
Tutors at Hampton Court:

Kelley Aldridge; Lisa Bilby; Anne Butcher; Florence Daisy Collingwood; Shelley Cox; Owen Davies; Rachel Doyle; Elizabeth Elvin; Kate Farrer; Becky Hogg; Heather Lewis; Helen McCook; Jacqui McDonald; Sophie Long; 

Year 2011/2012
WEEKDAYS
HAMPTON COURT

Term dates for 2011/12

WEEKDAYS
05 September to 16 December 2011
09 January to 30 March 2012

16 April to 15 June 2012

Saturdays Autumn Term 2011

September 10; 17; 24; October 01; 15; 22; November 05; 19; 

Saturdays Spring Term 2012

January 07; 14; 28; February 11; 25; March 03; 10; 24;

Saturdays Summer Term 2012

May 12; 26; June 09; 16; 30; April 14; 21; 28;

Intensive Course Summer 2012
Tuition Mondays to Thursdays inclusive each week
02 to 12 July 2012 Jacobean; 16 to 26 July 2012 Silk Shading;
30 July to 09 August 2012 Canvas or Blackwork; 13 August to 23 August 2012 Goldwork;
BRISTOL
Resident Tutor: Kelley Aldridge
Term dates for 2011/12

Thursday and Fridays
08 September to 16 December 2011

(No classes on 28 & 29 October)

12 January to 30March 2012

(No classes on 16 & 17 February)

03 May to 29 June 2012
Intensive Course Summer 2012
Tuition Mondays to Thursdays inclusive each week.

July 23 to August 02 2012
Please contact Gill Holdsworth E: Gill.Holdsworth@royal-needlework.org.uk 

T: +44 (0)20 3166 6937 for details of the Certificate Course at Hampton Court and Bristol

DURHAM CITY
Resident Tutor: Tracy Franklin

Set dates on Mondays Wednesdays and Thursdays from September to April
Intensive Course Summer 2012

Tuition Tuesdays to Fridays each week

08 to 18 May 2012 

03 to 13 July 2012
24 July to 03 August 2012
Please contact Gill Holdsworth E: Gill.Holdsworth@royal-needlework.org.uk 
T: +44 (0)20 3166 6937 for details of the Certificate Course at Hampton Court and Durham 
RUGBY
Resident tutors: Sarah Homfray and Nicola Jarvis

Classes every Wednesday starting 07 September 2011 during term dates:
05 September to 16 December 2011
09 January to 30 March 2012

16 April to 15 June 2012
Saturdays Autumn Term 2011
17 September; 15 October; 12 November; 10 December;
Saturdays Spring Term 2012

14 Jan; 18 February; 17 March; 
Saturdays Summer Term 2012

14 April, 12 May; 09 June;
Intensive Course Summer 2012
Tuition Mondays to Fridays each week

02 to 12 July 2012
16 to 26 July 2012
Please contact Gill Holdsworth E: Gill.Holdsworth@royal-needlework.org.uk 

T: +44 (0)20 3166 6937 for details of the Certificate Course at Hampton Court and Rugby
SAN FRANCISCO USA
Resident Tutor: Lucy Barter

INTENSIVE COURSES SAN FRANCISCO
2011/12 - 28 April to 08 May 2012 
2012/13 - 15 to 25 September 2012
Please contact Jessica Aldred E: Jessica.Aldred@royal-needlework.org.uk 

T: +44 (0)20 3166 6938 for details of the Certificate Course in San Francisco

TOKYO JAPAN and NAGOYA
Resident Tutor: Emi Nimura

Classes held regularly throughout the year.
Please contact Emi Nimura E: rsn@eminimura.com for details of the Certificate Course in Tokyo and Nagoya. 

Or Gill Holdsworth E: Gill.Holdsworth@royal-needlework.org.uk T: +44 (0)20 3166 6937
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